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Fall Greetings from DLGC: 

  The lamb market has been a bright spot in the commodity market well into Septem-

ber; with good lamb prices and low corn prices, lamb feeding has been profitable.  

DLGC currently has 3 marketing opportunities – Strauss naturals, Superior both ABF 

(antibiotic free) and commodity, and GM1 lambs for Glycoscience Research.  These 

are good opportunities for the Co-op and the producers it serves. Superior Farms held 

a special meeting in Sioux Falls on Aug. 17th.  Mina and I attended the meeting hosted 

by Lesa Eidman and Brian Phelan.  Lesa reported that in recent months they have been 

asked by their customers to provide them with lambs that have never received any  

antibiotics or ionophores.  While this is a program we have had for several years 

(previously called P.U.R.E.), there is an increase in demand.  There is a shortage of 

lambs in the August through October period that they are hoping to fill.  This is an 

opportunity for DLGC members to increase their deliveries for this program.  Please 

check the website (members only – ewesrgood!!) for the new delivery form.             

Additionally, Trevor Van Well requested natural lambs for Strauss with 4 members 

responding to that opportunity.  Finally, 2 members have delivered GM1 lambs to  

Glycoscience Research. 

  Your DLGC Board continues to work on the by-laws revision to better fit today’s      

Co-op and address future opportunities.  The Board and by-laws committee have had 

multiple meetings over the last year to update and improve this essential document.  

We have consulted multiple experts, as we have reviewed the needed changes. After 

many hours of study, we had our first conference call with the attorney from the Vogel 

Law firm, Matthew Thompson.  He is experienced in co-op matters and we have    

previously done business with this firm.  We will be incorporating his suggestions as we 

continue this process. Our goal is to have by-laws revisions finished prior to the annual 

meeting so members can review them PRIOR to the mail in ballot for the annual meet-

ing.  Since we are allowing mail in-ballots for the bylaws approval vote, no changes will 

be allowed from the floor.  The working document is currently posted and the final 

version will be posted on the website for members only (ewesrgood!!) prior to the vote.  

Please watch your email and snail mail for this correspondence. 

  Mark your calendars for Dec. 9-10 for the Annual meeting in Aberdeen.  We are     

looking forward to a good member turnout and we are providing some incentives to         

encourage you to attend! There are 2 Board of Directors positions up for election.  

Please contact Mina at dakotlambgrowers@gmail.com if you would be interested in 

serving. 

Susan Holler, President 
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 2016 DLGC Annual Meeting: December 9 & 10, Aberdeen, SD 

Friday, December 9 

 7:00 pm-Dinner at Maverick’s in the “Party Room” 
 [720 Lamont St S, Aberdeen, SD 57401] 
 
 9:00 pm: Co-op Board of Directors Open Meeting at Quality Inn in the “Breakfast Room” 
 [2923 6th Ave., S.E., Aberdeen, SD 57401] 

If  you plan on attending Friday’s supper and Saturday’s lunch, please R.S.V.P. by       

Monday, December 5 at 10 am CST to dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com                            

or call Mina at 605-651-9530 (please leave a message if  no answer). 

Saturday, December 10 

LOCATION: Dakota Events Center [720 Lamont St S, Aberdeen, SD 57401] 

 8:30-8:55 am: Registration in the James River/Ringneck Rooms 

 9:00-10:15 am: Speaker Dr. Dwayne Beck, Manager, Dakota Lakes Research Farm  

 10:45 am-12:00 Noon: Producer Panel Discussion: Putting Conservation Agriculture Concepts into Practice  

 12-1:20 pm: Lunch in the Missouri River Room 

 1:20-1:30 pm: Registration for Co-op business meeting  

 1:30 pm: Co-op Annual Business Meeting  

 By-Laws Amendments Vote  

 Election of Officers 

~ 4:00 pm: Annual Meeting adjourned 

DOOR PRIZES: The Co-op will be drawing names* for eight $100 bills and two 

American Sheep Industry Volume 8 of the Sheep Production Handbook (featuring      

updated material in every chapter as well as a new chapter on lamb quality. A fully 

searchable USB drive is included with each book). 

*All DLGC Members eligible with the exception of current Board of Directors. Only 

one winning draw per family/entity. Must be present to win! 

Hotel Special Rates: 

Quality Inn [2923 6th Ave., S.E., Aberdeen, SD 57401]: Friday night only (12/09) $80.10+tax 
Call 605-226-0097 for reservations and say you are with the Dakota Lamb Growers Co-op to receive special 
rate til November 9th.  
 
Hampton Inn [3216 7th Ave SE, Aberdeen, SD 57401]: Friday night only $119.00+tax 
This hotel is attached to Maverick’s and the Dakota Events Center. Call 605-262-2600 for reservations and say  
you are with the Dakota Lamb Growers Co-op to receive special rate til November 9th. 



Producer Panel Discussion: Would you like to participate? 
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Featured Speaker: Dr. Dwayne Beck, Dakota Lakes Research Farm 

  Dr. Dwayne Beck manages the research facility called Dakota Lakes Research Farm. 
The Dakota Lakes Research Farm is owned by a not-for-profit corporation created by 
family farmers and local businesses in the 1980’s.  Full-time operations at the present site 
began in the fall of 1989.  The entire facility has always been managed using true conser-
vation agriculture techniques (continuous low-disturbance no-till and diverse rotations) 
since its inception. 

  The unique cooperative arrangement between South Dakota State University and the 
agricultural producer members of the corporation has resulted in substantial suc-
cess.  The primary impact was the development of programs that have allowed produc-
ers to profitably adopt conservation agriculture techniques in a large portion of central 
South Dakota and throughout the grassland ecosystems of North America.  Identifica-
tion of the extremely important role played by crop rotation in minimizing weed, disease, 
and insect problems while increasing potential profitability was the key contribution to 

this success.  Principles developed at the Dakota Lakes Research Center have been successfully applied to many 
ecosystems around the world. The intellectual and fiscal contributions of the producer/owners of the Dakota 
Lakes Research Farm Corporation are the key to the successes achieved at this point. What has happened so far is 
only the beginning, conservation agriculture research and development continues and is expanding into new areas. 

  Dr. Beck was inducted into the South Dakota Hall of Fame in 2007 and was presented with the American Agri-
cultural Editors Association Distinguished Service Award in 2008. He has spoken at numerous national and inter-
national meetings and is renowned not just for his research work, but also for his teaching skills and his unique 
approach to managing ecosystems used for producing food. Dr. Beck was a featured speaker in 2014 at the 6th 
World Congress on Conservation Agriculture. 

(Bio information on Dr. Beck from 6th WCCA site.) 

 

 

  For Dakota Lakes Research Farm publications, please visit:   http://www.dakotalakes.com/Publications.htm 

  Farmers learn best from other farmers who have experimented with different “best practices” in ag production 

techniques. Terry Ness (Treasurer), Jeff Young (Vice President), and Kelley O’Neill (Director) will share some of 

their experiences with crop rotation and alternative crops. We would like hearing from more of our members. If 

you would like to be on the panel and present some of your best (or not so successful) practices, please let Susan 

Holler or Mina Doerner know during dinner at Maverick’s on Friday night, at the latest. You can always email the 

Co-op Board and manager at dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com before Friday, too, so we can officially add your 

name and topic to the agenda for Saturday.  

  Presentations will be informal, and are intended to be an active learning opportunity, so you don’t have to have 

handouts, unless you would like to. 

2017 Superior Farms Contracts 

  Participating producers will be notified by email in November to update delivery numbers for 2017. If you do not 

currently have a contract with Superior Farms, but would like to deliver for 2017, please email dakotalambgrow-

ers@gmail.com  before November 1 and we will add you to the list. 
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  The current lamb market has been holding steady during the summer months, but it's showing signs of seasonal 

decline. The live prices have been in the $1.60 to $1.66 range for slaughter lambs weighing 120# to 150#. The    

carcass prices for carcasses weighing 65# to 75# have been in the range of $3.32/lb to $3.34/lb. Both markets 

have shown some signs of weakening this past week. Sioux Falls regional market was $2.00 to $4.00 lower. Carcass 

prices also were off about $4.00/cwt. Carcasses in the 65# to 75# range closed the week at $3.29/lb. Last year at 

this time carcass prices were $3.27/cwt. and live prices for lambs in Sioux Falls were $1.62 for slaughter lambs. 

  USDA reports that cold storage levels are high for both domestic and imported lambs. Import levels seem to be 

following a similar pattern to last year. Currently, approximately 63% of lamb consumed in the U.S. is imported 

product. 

  Feeder lambs have dropped sharply over the past month. Video auction sales in August as well as special feeder 

lamb sales at Newell and Faith had very strong markets. Feeder lambs have dropped $10.00 to $20.00/cwt. across 

all weight classes. The heavier lambs 90# and above have seen the most modest losses. The light lambs (70# and 

down) have seen the sharpest decline most recently. 

  Looking forward, if the weather stays favorable for good gains and with cheap feed prices, I anticipate that lambs 

will come to market heavier than normal. My hope is that the market can remain stable so lambs are marketed in a 

timely manner. As an industry, when we try to put extra  gain on lambs with cheap feed to make up for falling 

prices, the lambs reach heavy weights which puts a lot of undesirable lamb products on the market and lowers 

lamb prices. 

Market Report by Jeff  Petersen, September 26 

   We are changing the format of the newsletter a bit. In order to make more room for educational articles and  

producer profiles, and to make monthly Board of Directors meeting minutes available in a timely manner, we will 

be posting minutes at the Members Only portion of the DLGC website: https://dakotalambgrowers.com/  

  You may use the members only password, ewesrgood!!, to access the minutes, Bylaws, and other Co-op business 

documents. 

Newsletter Changes 

Bylaws Update 

  Our goal is to have Bylaws revisions finished before the annual meeting so members can review them PRIOR to 

the mail-in ballot for the annual meeting.  Since we are allowing mail in-ballots for the Bylaws approval vote, no 

changes will be allowed from the floor.  The working document is currently posted and the final version will be 

posted on the website for members only (ewesrgood!!) prior to the vote.  Please watch your email and snail mail 

for this correspondence. 

  At this point, our list of email addresses for Co-op members is quite small. We are unable to reach many of our 

members with the newsletters and, indeed, password notifications. If you know of a DLGC member who is not 

receiving emails (perhaps they have asked if the Co-op is still alive!), please let Mina know at                              

dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com at your earliest convenience. 
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