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Proudly serving producers in the  

Upper Midwest 

I hope everyone enjoyed the great harvest weather. With the strong up-tick in the 
slaughter lamb and  feeder lamb market along with lower feed costs, the sheep 
business looks to be a very profitable one this year. There also appears to be a 
good demand for all classes of sheep—both breeding and feeding.  The wool 
market for lower classes of wool and pelt prices have softened from last year as 
demand has slowed. 
 
Slaughter lambs are $0.35/ lb. to $0.40/lb. higher over last year at this time. 
Weekly slaughter rates and weights have been very consistent for the past several 
months. Weekly slaughter weights have been running from 129# to 134# . These 
weights are a good signal that the current slaughter rate is very current with the 
lambs on feed. I hope with cheap feed that the additional weight doesn’t get to be 
a problem and put increased tonnage on the market and backup lambs in the 
feedlots. I believe as producers we need to do a good job in marketing a high 
quality product to ensure our customers a satisfying eating experience. Selling 
overfed lambs that are inefficient to produce and not pleasing to our customers 
does not help the sheep industry at all.  

 
If the lamb slaughter rate can stay current at these prices as we move ahead with 
the large fall run of lambs, we should be in good shape for last quarter of the year 
and the start of 2015. I hope you consider utilizing Dakota Lamb Growers Co-op 
for some of your lamb sales. The Board continues to work to keep markets for 
both natural and commodity lambs on the forefront of their responsibilities. The 
Dakota Lamb Growers Co-op  has marketing arrangements with both Strauss 
and Superior Farms. If you haven’t used the Co-op in a while, please give one of 
the board members or Mina (605-651-9530) a call for contact information.   
 
Thanks, 
Jeff 

  

DLGC Annual Meeting: Dec. 12-13, 2014 

WARD PLAZA,  104 South Main Street, ABERDEEN, SD 

Annual Meeting program details on page 2 
Special Meeting Rate for DLGC Members: 

Call Quality Comfort Inn, Aberdeen, @ 605-226-0097  
and mention that you are with the DLGC group (nightly rate-$64.99 + tax). 

mailto:dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com
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DLGC Annual Meeting Program: December 13, 2014 

Friday, December 12 
7:00 PM: Directors will conduct business over dinner at Maverick’s 

 
Saturday, December 13 

8:30-9:00 AM: Registration at the Ward Plaza 
 

9:00-9:50 AM: Feedlot Lamb Nutrition, Alison Crane, Ph.D. student, NDSU  
Alison Crane grew up in the small town of Warrior, Alabama, on a small horse farm with roping stock. She later became 
interested in beef cattle and worked for a Brangus ranch and then for a large animal veterinarian.  She attended Berry Col-
lege and received her B.S. in Animal Science where she also worked for the beef cattle unit and managed the sheep unit. 
Alison first became interested in sheep at Berry and  pursued this interest at North Dakota State University for her Mas-
ters degree and now her Ph.D. under the direction of Dr. Reid Redden.  

 
10:00-10:50 AM: Producer Profile: Progress update for GM1 sheep project, Larry & Sue Holler 

The June DLGC meeting at the Holler’s White, SD, farm brought together sheep producers and families who struggle 
with Huntington’s disease (HD) to learn about a project that has the potential to help those who suffer from HD while 
providing a potential value-added opportunity for the sheep industry. Over 80 people attended the meeting and heard 
presentations about the heartbreak that is HD, about the Holler’s efforts to get a natural molecule (GM1 ganglioside) 
approved to treat HD, and how the sheep industry will play a critical role in this effort. In September, the Hollers had a 
booth and gave a presentation on GM1 ganglioside and HD at the SD Sheep Growers Association Convention.  The 
response to both meetings was overwhelmingly positive. As a result of the June 2014 DLGC and SDSGA meetings, 7 
new cooperator flocks have been added to the GM1 effort, bringing the number of GM1 flocks up to 10 and adding 
over 3500 ewes for GM1 production.  The goal of producing 50,000 lambs for treatment of HD is progressing. 
 
In October, a GM1 Summit, hosted by Van & Paul Fishback, was held in Brookings. Attendees included Dr. Hersch, a 
HD researcher from Massachusetts General Hospital-Harvard Medical School, and Dr. Walt Shaw, owner of Avanti 
Polar Lipids, along with 2 of Avanti’s chemists from Alabama.  The meeting was a tremendous success.  Everyone left 
the Summit committed to moving GM1 into clinical trials as soon as possible.  An FDA pre-IND (investigative new 
drug) meeting is anticipated in February of 2015, and a Phase 1 clinical trial should be in place by late 2015.  If the clini-
cal trial outcome goes as expected, sheep producers will face the formidable challenge of raising enough lambs fast 
enough to treat HD patients.  We invite you to attend the DLGC annual meeting Dec. 13th to learn more about this po-
tentially transformative project.  
 

11:00-11:50 AM: State of the Co-op:  
Where are we now and what opportunities lie ahead?, Jeff Petersen 

 
12 Noon-1:15 PM: Lunch (on-site at the Ward Plaza) 

 
1:30-2:45 PM: DLGC Business 

Secretary's Report Treasurer's Report Old Business  New Business 
 

Director Elections 
Two DLGC Board of  Directors positions  

are currently up for election. If  you are interested in running for a 
position, or in nominating a DLGC member for consideration,  

please speak to one of  the Board of  Directors at the annual meeting. 
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DLGC September & October 2014 Conference Call Minutes 

 
Sept.  16, 2014 minutes 
Jeff  Petersen Presiding 

Jeff, Chad, Kelley, Sue, Ken and Mina on call.  It was suggested that Hollers could do the producer presentation.  
Reid Redden was interested in discussing a co-op product for chefs at local restaurants.  There will be a supper 
meeting at 7 PM at Mavericks for board members and Reid.  Ray Krones and Joe Coplan should be invited to the 
annual meeting. Mina has reserved a booth for $50 at SDSGA on Sat. Sept. 27th.  Chad made a motion to  
approve the purchase of a computer for the co-op by Mina, 2nd Kelley, motion carried.  The website  
dakotalamb.net is down.  Bluehost or wordpress are possible hosting sites.  Yahoo hosting is recommended by 
Nada.  Dakotalambgrowers.com domain name is available. There was consensus about starting a new website.  
Mina will meet with Nada on Sept 27th to transfer co-op material.  Margo Hansen is interested in co-op material.  
Mark Dumdi reminded Mina that the contract needs to be looked at again. Jeff will follow up with a call to Mark.  
Mina suggested contents for a Nov. newsletter.  We need to review board positions - Chad and Jeff Y. terms are 
expiring - tabled until next call.  Kelley made a motion to adjourn, Ken 2nd, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
10:10.   

 
 

Oct.  21, 2014 
Jeff  Petersen Presiding 

Jeff, Jeff, Ken, Terry, Sue, Kelley, and Mina on call.  Aug. and Sept. minutes were read. Jeff Y. made a motion to 
approve minutes, Ken 2nd, motion carried. Treasurer’s report: checking account:$6,714.67 ; savings account: 
$30,779.70; Jeff made a motion to approve the report, Ken 2nd motion carried.  Jeff requested a check for tax 
prep $569.03.  The Weebly web hosting site has been suggested for $136/year which includes the domain name.  
Mina suggested we review www.websitetooltester.com.  Mina discussed the newsletter should contain: President’s 
letter, annual meeting program, and a producer profile for meeting.  Ken will cover MT meeting.  Sue will con-
tact Nada about the banner and a booth at the MN meeting. Mina has worked 22 hours @$20 she will send a 
detailed copy to the board for approval.  Mary gave an update on 9 room reservations – Board plus Mina and 
Reid.  $150 for meeting room at the Ward.  Mary reserved a luncheon for 25 people. We will need to contact the 
restaurant if that changes.  Jeff talked to Mark Dumdi and the contract can remain the same or be renegotiated.  
Pelts were $2-3 and are now up to $4.  Annual meeting agenda: future of the Co-op.  We have lost producers  
delivering since 2011.  Jeff suggested Travis Fowler for a board position.  Ken moved to adjourn, Jeff 2nd motion 
carried.   

http://www.websitetooltester.com
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Refresher Course: Determing Meat Yields from Market Lambs 

From an article by Duane M. Wulf, Ph.D., Department of Animal and Range Sciences, South Dakota 
State University 

To determine how much meat you should get from a market animal: 
Pounds of Meat = (Dressing Percent X Carcass Cutting Yield) X Live Weight 
Therefore, two factors affect the percentage of meat that you will receive: 

1. Dressing Percentage 
2. Carcass Cutting Yield 
 

Dressing Percentage 
Dressing Percentage = The percentage of the live animal that ends up as carcass. 
Dressing Percentage = (Carcass Weight / Live Weight) X 100 

Dressing Percentage is affected by: 
 1. Gut fill – The more gut fill at the time the live weight is taken, the lower the dressing percentage will be. If an 

animal is weighed right off of full feed, the dressing percentage will be 2 -5% lower than if the animal is fasted for 24 
hours prior to weighing. 

 2. Muscling – A heavier muscled animal will have a higher dressing percentage than a light muscled animal. 
 3. Fatness – A fatter animal will have a higher dressing percentage than a lean animal. 
 4. Wool – Lambs with long wool will have a lower dressing percentage than recently-shorn lambs. 

 
Average Dressing Percentages: 

Market lambs: 54% (shorn)    Dairy steers: 59% 
Beef cattle: 62%      Market hogs: 74% 
 

Carcass Cutting Yield 
Carcass Cutting Yield = The percentage of the carcass that ends up as meat. 
Carcass Cutting Yield = (Pounds of Meat / Carcass Weight) X 100 

Carcass Cutting Yield is affected by: 
 1. Fatness – Leaner animals will have higher carcass cutting yields than fatter animals. 
 2. Muscling – More muscular animals will have higher carcass cutting yields than less muscular animals. 
 3. Bone-in versus Boneless – This will dramatically affect carcass cutting yield. If more boneless cuts are made, 

then the carcass cutting yield will be lower than if more bone-in cuts are made. If more bone-in cuts are made, the 
carcass cutting yield will be much higher than if mostly boneless cuts are made. It is important to note that the 
amount of edible meat will not change, but boneless cuts will take up less room in your freezer. If you get soup 
bones and short ribs, the carcass cutting yield will be higher than if you have these items boned and put into ground 
beef. 

 4. Amount of Fat Remaining on the Meat Cuts – If the meat cutter leaves more surface fat on the meat cuts, 
then the carcass cutting yield will be higher than if the meat cuts are closely-trimmed. 

 5. Leanness of the Ground Product – If the ground product (ground lamb) is made very lean, then the carcass 
cutting yield will be lower than if the ground product is made with more fat.  

 
LAMB EXAMPLES: 

 Average market lamb, shorn, weighed full, 120 lbs., bone-in chops and roasts, closely trimmed, regular ground lamb:  
      (.51 X .75) X 120 = 38% X 120 = 46 lbs. of meat 

 
 Average market lamb, shorn, weighed empty, 120 lbs., bone-in chops and roasts, closely trimmed, regular ground lamb: 

(.54 X .75) X 120 = 41% X 120 = 49 lbs. of meat 
 

 Average market lamb, shorn, weighed full, 120 lbs., some bone-in and some boneless chops and roasts, closely trimmed, 
regular ground lamb: (.51 X .68) X 120 = 35% X 120 = 42 lbs. of meat 

 
 Lean, heavily muscled market lamb, shorn, weighed empty, 120 lbs., bone-in chops and roasts, closely trimmed, regular 

ground lamb: (.57 X .78) X 120 = 44% X 120 = 53 lbs. of meat 
 

 Fat, light muscled market lamb, long fleece, weighed full, 120 lbs., bone-in chops and roasts, closely trimmed, regular 
ground lamb: (.48 X .65) X 120 = 31% X 120 = 37 lbs. of meat 
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Calendar of  Events 

Reminders 

DLGC  

Annual 

Meeting:  

Dec. 13, 

2014 

Special Meeting 

Rate for DLGC 

Members: 

Call Quality  

Comfort Inn, 

Aberdeen  

@605-226-0097 

and mention that 

you are with the 

DLGC group 

If  you are new to 

marketing lambs 

with Strauss 

Brands Inc., please 

call Mina Doerner 

@ 605-651-9530 

for booking info. 

State Annual Conventions: 

Dec. 5-7: MN Lamb & Wool Producers, Oak Ridge Conference Center , Chaska, 
MN. Friday, Dec. 5 - 7-10pm "Celebrate Lamb Social" (lamb cooking demos, sheep 
cheese samples, wine tasting). Sat., Dec. 6 (all day)  - Educational Seminars 
(production, fiber, youth, health, marketing, etc.) - Make it With Wool contest -  

Silver Bell Awards Luncheon - Annual Banquet & fundraiser auction - trade show. 
Sun., Dec. 7 (morning) - annual business meeting & elections. More details including 
registration information will be available at www.mlwp.org in October. 

 

Dec. 5-6: MT Wool Growers Association Convention, Billings. For more         
information, please visit http://www.mtsheep.org/convention.html 

 

Dec. 12-13: Dakota Lamb Growers Cooperative Annual Meeting, Aberdeen, 
SD. For more information and meeting details, please see page two of the DLGC 
Winter 2014 Newsletter. The Quality Comfort Inn of Aberdeen, located at 2923 6th 
Avenue SE, is offering a discounted rate for DLGC members and family attending 
the Annual Meeting. Please call 605-226-0097 for reservations and say that you are 
with the Dakota Lamb Growers Co-op. If you have any questions, please call Mina 
at 605-651-9530. 

 

 

 

We are currently working on getting a new website up and 
running. Please bear with us as we make this happen! The 
new domain name will be dakotalambgrowers.com 

You may contact Mina Doerner (Acting Manager, Brook-
ings, SD) any time by calling 605-651-9530 or by  

emailing dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com  
 

 

The Jeff Petersen Family and Jeff Young Family would like to thank everyone who 

contributed to the Petersen and Young Family benefits. Both events were a huge 

success. 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.mlwp.org/
http://www.mtsheep.org/convention.html
mailto:dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com

