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       I hope this newsletter finds everyone with green pastures and a healthy lamb crop on 
the ground. The winter weather was harsh, but by most reports from producers the early 
lambing ewes had more singles than normal but the later lambing ewes had good lamb 
crops. That probably translates to the hot dry summer followed by the late fall rains that 
improved the pasture conditions. With lamb marketing starting for most in the next four 
to six weeks, attention to the lamb market becomes more important. Currently the lamb 
carcass market for 65# to 75# is at    $3.18/ lb. while last year at this time the carcass 
trade was at $2.56/ lb. That translates into about $.31 gain on a live weight basis. The 
carcass trade has been very stable for the last six months steadily climbing in price to the 
current levels.      

        The live market has come down to the $1.35 to $1.45 from the $1.60 range the mar-
ket was trading at earlier this winter. The market softened partly due to demand and the 
increase in imports. The imports have increased significantly from last year at this time. 
That alone will probably have lasting effects on the market trying to move higher with 
increased supply of new crop lambs during the last half of the year. According to market 
sources I recently visited with, the supply of lambs in the feedlots in Colorado is getting 
cleaned up and will be positive for the new crop lamb market - not having heavy old 
crop lambs weighing on the market this summer.  The drought in California and other 
states put lambs in the feedlot sooner than normal this past winter so marketing is slight-
ly ahead of normal and weights are heavier also due to the good feedlot conditions in 
Colorado this winter. 

        With the lamb market improved from last year and feed costs down significantly 
lower than the past two years I look for the sheep business to have a profitable year.  
Opportunities to market your lambs thru Dakota Lamb Coop still exist even if you didn’t 
sign a Superior Farms contract for delivery of lambs in 2014. Strauss will buy either natu-
ral lambs or commodity lambs throughout the year. No signed contract is needed only 
membership in the coop. The lambs are priced on the past Friday’s USDA 302 posted 
price plus a $.10/ lb. premium for all natural lambs.  Strauss agrees to purchase 100 head 
of natural lambs a week on a year around basis. With many producers marketing on a 
similar late summer early fall schedule, you need to contact Ray at Strauss at least 3 to 4 
weeks in advance so your lambs can be slotted on their production schedule. Strauss will 
buy any volume of commodity lambs every week, you will get the same USDA 302 price 
minus the $.10/lb. premium. If you need any contact information for Strauss, please con-
tact me or any board member for the information. 

        Dakota Lamb Growers coop encourages you to look into using the coop to market 
part or all of your lamb crop. We work hard to provide two markets that allow producers 
a choice on how they market their lambs. The coop deducts $ 2.50 per head for admin-
istration fees that are used to support the coop. If you haven’t used the coop in a while 
give a call to see if Dakota Lamb Growers can help you find a good market for your 
lambs. Have a great summer!, Jeff   
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Dakota Lamb Growers Summer Meeting 

Saturday June 28th @ 1 PM 

Summer meeting at The Holler’s Farm 

47387 201st St, White, SD 

1 PM Presentation: Use of GM1 lambs to treat Huntington’s Disease  

2 PM Tour of Farm 

3 PM Lamb Supper & Socialize 

5 PM Board Meeting 

Plan on attending our summer meeting to learn of a value added use for a genetic line of sheep that produce a  

molecule that has applications as a medicine for treating diseases such as Huntington’s (HD) Parkinson’s, Alzhei-

mer’s, stroke and spinal cord injury.  

For the last 2 decades the Holler’s have maintained a flock of a specific genetic line of sheep that produce GM1 in 

quantities 30-40 times the normal level.  The past 2 years the Holler’s have been working to get GM1 into clinical 

trials for HD in conjunction with an HD clinical MD and researcher from Harvard Massachusetts General Hospi-

tal.  Dr. Hersch has used the sheep product in studies to treat a mouse model of HD, with very compelling results. 

Last January in conjunction with Dr. Hersch a project proposal was submitted to The National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) National Center for Advancement of Translational Science (NCATS) Therapeutics for Rare and Neglected 

Diseases (TRND) to help get GM1 from basic science research into clinical trials for HD.  Following the project 

proposal submission it went through external review by experts in HD research, 2 rounds of due diligence ques-

tions, a presentation and video conference call, and finally follow up questions.  While the proposal made it 

through multiple rounds of scrutiny it was turned down in late April.  The reason being that while the science was 

outstanding they didn't think enough sheep could be raised.  These scientists from Maryland had reviewed the 

trends in the sheep industry and after noting the decline in sheep numbers over the years determined that it would-

not be possible to raise enough sheep to treat HD patients.  Currently there are about 30,000 HD patients in the 

US.  Using current estimates 1 lamb could treat 1 HD patient for 1 year.  The gene the sheep carry is transmitted 

by a simple recessive mode of inheritance (if a carrier ram and a carrier ewe are mated) 25% of their offspring 

would be affected.  These affected lambs are the ones that produce elevated concentrations of GM1.  This project 

could revitalize the sheep industry by providing a value added pharmaceutical product to increase profitability.  The 

Holler’s are hosting this meeting to determine interest among sheep producers and whether enough lambs can be 

produced for pharmaceutical use.  For further information visit their website: www.glycoscienceresearch.com  

 

Families who struggle with HD will be present to explain the urgent need for a treatment, as well as faculty from 

SDSU and NDSU.  Additionally SD Dept. of Ag and Congresswomen Christy Noem have been invited.  This  

project has potential to treat a debilitating and eventually fatal disease as well as have an impact on growth in the 

sheep industry.  This meeting is your opportunity to learn more about this novel project! 

Directions: 

I-29 to  White/Bruce exit. (Hwy 30) go east 1 mile to Pioneer Lutheran Church sign (474th Ave).  Go north for 3 
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Dakota Lamb Growers Coop Conference call, April 15, 2014 minutes  
Jeff  Petersen Presiding 

 
Jeff, Jeff, Terry, Sue and Kelley on call.  Meeting called to order 9:15.  Jeff made a motion to approve the minutes, 
2nd Terry, motion carried.  Terry reported on financials $20,765.48 savings, and $13,093.54 in checking.  Deposits 
are coming monthly from VanWell.  Jeff Y. made a motion to move $10,000 from checking into savings, 2nd Ter-
ry, motion carried.  Jeff made a motion to approve the financials, 2nd Sue, motion carried.  Jeff reported members 
had contracted 4000-4500 lambs to Superior for this year.  This is a decrease from about 7K last year.  A summer 
meeting is scheduled for June 28.  The Hollers will host the meeting at their farm.  Jeff P. will forward a members 
name from Lake Benton for the producer spotlight.  Jeff will talk to Mark about contributing a marketing article 
for the newsletter.  Additional newsletter material to include: President’s letter, summer meeting announcement, 
secretary’s letter.  Jeff mentioned a fall trip to Superior, there is a possibility of a late September trip.  The Newell 
sale is the 3rd week in September.  Jeff P. and Jeff Y. will contact the natural lamb marketer in Maine who present-
ed at the ND annual meeting, as suggested by Jim Ostlie. Kelley reported on Mountain States Lamb Coop.  Brad 
Anderson, in conjunction with Big Gain, is holding meetings for the Mountain States coop in Minnesota.  Kelley 
will update the board.  Sue will contact her neighbor about Mt. States feedback.  Jeff and Sue will check  
dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com  for member emails. Next call: Tues. May 20th @ 9 PM to finalize meeting de-
tails.  Terry made a motion to adjourn, 2nd Jeff Y.  Meeting adjourned at 10:20 PM 
 

Dakota Lamb Growers Coop Conference call, May 20, 2014 minutes 
Jeff  Petersen Presiding 

 
Ken, Jeff and Sue on call.  Jeff P. joined the call at 10 PM and called the meeting to order.   Jeff Y. made a motion 
to approve the minutes, 2nd Ken, motion carried.  The summer meeting is scheduled for Saturday June 28th at 1 
PM at the Holler’s farm.  Jeff  P. will contact Josh Gravely and put an ad in the green sheet.   Ken made a motion 
to a send a memorial to Make a Wish Foundation in Clyde’s name from DLGC for $100, Jeff Y. 2nd motion car-
ried.  Future producer highlight Rob Dahlman.  Meeting adjourned at 10:20 PM.  

DLGC April & May 2014 Conference Call Minutes 

We are currently sending newsletters exclusively via email.  If  you know members who 

are not receiving the newsletter please have them send their email to: 

dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com.  We will continue to send snail mail copies on special 

request —please notify Sue Holler with these requests. 

mailto:dakotalambgrowers@gmail.com
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Clyde Raymond Morrison, Feb. 14, 1940 - May 2, 2014 
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Reminders 

Summer meeting:  

Saturday June 

28th, White, SD  

Watch for details of 
a fall trip to Denver 

to visit Superior  

In conjunction with 
the Newell Ram 
sale the 3rd week 

of September. 

South Dakota 

Sheep Growers  

Annual Meeting  

Sept. 26-27th   

Brookings, SD  

 

Marketing Efforts 

Your President and Board of Directors continue to work on new marketing options to improve profitability for 
members.  We have natural and commodity options through both Strauss and Superior.  Plan on attending 
our summer meeting on June 28th to learn of another new and innovative marketing option.   

Please contact your directors individually or at 

dakotalambgrowers@ gmail.com and visit our website at dakotalamb.net.   

On Jan. 5, 2014 the sheep industry lost a producer and lamb buyer who had made  
significant contributions to the midwest sheep industry.  Dion was born to Vic and 
Clarice (Kaup) Van Well in St. Louis Park, MN.  He grew up in Hoven, SD and at-
tended school in Hoven until 4th grade when the family moved to Watertown.  Dion 
graduated from Watertown High School in 1985 and then graduated from Lake Area 
Vocational School.  On Feb. 6, 1988 he married Stephanie Walder (his grade 
school sweetheart) in Watertown.  After marriage they had two sons, Trevor and 
Travis.  In 1993 he purchased a small farm south of Watertown  in which he devel-
oped Van Well Livestock, Inc, Dion was a large sheep producer and operated a 
sheep buying station at Glacial Lakes Livestock.   

Dion enjoyed hunting, fishing, camping, snowmobiling, riding his Harley, and watch-
ing the San Francisco 49ers.  He enjoyed spending his days working sheep with his 
companion, Tess and being greeted at the end of his work day by the family pet, 
Milo.  He loved being the life of the party and spending time with family and friends.  
Most of all he loved the many years spent along side his wife and sons in fulfilling 
his dream of building Van Well Livestock. 

Dion’s wife, Stephanie and his sons Trevor and Travis will continue his legacy run-
ning Van Well Livestock and the buying station. 

On  Friday , May 2,  2014, the sheep industry lost a sheep producer and lamb buyer who 

had impacted multiple generations.  Clyde Morrison, 74, of Watertown, passed away at 

his home.  

Clyde Raymond Morrison was born February 14, 1940 in Watertown, South Dakota to 

Raymond and Ella Marie (Twinde) Morrison.  He grew up on a farm near Florence and 

after high school he worked at Reaney's Service Station, then Mercantile Company.    

Later on, Clyde worked for his father-in-law at Burke DeLeval until taking it over in 1970, 

when it became 212 Dairy & Farm Supply, until 1978.  He was employed as a salesman 

for local implement dealers until 1985 and then a  buyer for Iowa Lamb followed by Supe-

rior Farms until his death. Clyde enthusiastically supported DLGC in their marketing ef-

forts with both companies.  

The State Fair was a large part of Clyde’s life being a Board member from 1970 – 1978.   

He judged many lamb and goat shows in the Watertown area for many years up until his 

death.   He also was very active in the Watertown Winter Farm Show in the sheep divi-

sion as well as entering many crafts that he made.  In 2002 the Watertown Winter Farm 

Show was dedicated to Clyde.  

He loved spending time with his grandkids and going on long Sunday drives with the love 

of his life, Bev.  He enjoyed flowers, woodworking projects, and giving candy to the kids 

at the sale barn.  Clyde was a very outgoing person, would never forget a face and never 

short for words.  He would always look forward to breakfast and the coffee game with his 

friends at Stockman’s.  


